Crowd wwatchmg the departure of a Blackburn Warplane.

Foreword

This Souvenir is issued by the Blackburn

1909 Aeroplane and Motor Co., Ltd., in celebration

of the tenth anniversary of the foundation of

to their business. A decade may secem a brief

period ; but it covers the entire history of

1919 practical aviation. The Blackburn Firm is one

of the very few pionecer aircraft undertakings

which have not only won through from the

earliest arduous experimental days, but have also achieved
notable distinction in the Great War.

The earliest Blackburn aeroplane was designed, built and
flown at the beginning of 1909 by Robert Blackburn, a IFellow
of the Royal Aeronautical Society, and an Associate Member of
the Institute of Civil Engineers, and it is mainly to his engineering
genius and fine courage and perscverance that the extensive
business which bears his name owes its rise and success to-day.

Leeds, where the principal Aireraft factories of the Blackburn
Company are situated, is the birthplace of the railway locomotive,
and it is fitting that a City, so historically identified with engineer-
ing achievements of the British Empire, should have proved a
nursery for mechanical flight.

Enginecering talent runs in the blood of the Leeds artisan
just as a century of potter’s skill is accumulated behind the
fingers of the craftsman in Staffordshire, and generations of
inherited ingenuity back the cotton spinner of Lancashire.
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